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Bone Knives and Deer
Deer are numerous throughout the Americas and their body parts can be obtained easily in the fall hunting season. Just walking in the woods can provide you enough bones which can easily be made into numerous crafts and survival tools like knives, fishhooks, buttons, ear rings, dice (Indian games and gambling), arrowheads and spearheads. One of the most popular crafts I teach is making a bone knife.
Start any bone craft with a bone which is free of meat and hide. One that has aged outdoors for one year is usually the best. If you find wet, greasy marrow inside then you know the bone is not ready. I have worked with this still wet, fresh bones however there is still a stink which sticks to the bone. You want to crack the bone open with a hammer, rock or other tool which produce a long sliver. I prefer using the blade of a screwdriver held parallel with the length of the bone and smacking it with a hammer. Having a hard surface behind the bone helps the smashing. 
Sometimes you hit the bone just right getting the perfect blade while other times you have to break a bone several times working hard to get something remotely close to a knife. A knife can be made from a small sliver by attaching it to a piece of wood which becomes the handle or the entire bone sliver can serve as both the blade and handle. Either way, leather wrapped and tied around the handle completes the knife. Find which end of the sliver is more narrow and begin to work it to a point by rubbing it on a rough surface such as a file, pavement, sidewalk. 
Native people used rocks which work as good as any grinding surface if you find the one with the right grit. As you grind the bone it will become snow white and quite handsome. One of the best uses of the knife is as a dagger or awl for punching holes in leather and other materials. It won’t replace a steel blade knife and certainly not an obsidian knife which sharpens on a molecular level. There are countless uses which is only hindered by your imagination. 
Once you have worked the bone to a usable shape and a sharp point, you should wrap the handle portion with any soft leather. Cut the leather to handle size and wrap at least once around the blade. I then wrap this leather with cordage around the top, then spiral down to the bottom of the handle wrapping 3 or 4 times and then spiraling back up to the top. At the and tie then string to the other end which should have a few inches left free of which artificial sinew(waxed nylon) is my favorite. 
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