Making a Hut





Saplings make great frames and they can be found  in large groves. Cut at least 12 - 8 foot long, live saplings. These should bend well without breaking. Species like Maple, Hickory, Cedar, Oak and Gum. Avoid Poplar, Sassafras and Pawpaw.  Start your structure by drawling a circle on the ground 10, 15 or even 20 feet wide.  Remember that the wider the circle, the more work and material needed to cover the hut. 





Next make 4 -8 inch holes around the circle every 3 feet or so until you have at least 8 holes evenly spaced. The simplest hole making technique is  to hammer a  2 or 3 foot section of  a large, sharpened sapling peg into the ground. This peg needs to only be slightly bigger then the sapling which will occupy the hole. After you hammer the peg into the hole, remove it by wiggling it back and form. Hammer with another sapling section, rock or modern tool. These holes will hold the base of your saplings so you can bend it.





Next place two saplings in two of the holes on your circle so that they are on opposite sides. Bend these two opposing saplings together to form an arch slightly above your head. Lash them together and they will stand self supporting or lean slightly to one side. Next, place another two saplings in holes opposite each other so that when they are bent together they form an arch perpendicular to the first arches. Lash these two saplings together and then tie this arch to the first arch forming a cross. Continue this process with the remaining holes bending all the saplings so they form a  well shaped dome. 





The last step in making the frame work is to create two or more rings around the outside of your dome. One of these rings must be at the ground so you have a place to tie down your hut cover. Start this ring by tying one end of a sapling to the very lowest part of one of the saplings you stuck in a hole. You then bend this horizontal piece around the base of the dome tying it to the base of every sapling you cross.  Keep adding saplings around the base of your dome stopping one sapling short of the very first sapling you tied to. This way you  create a door by  leaving one section between vertical saplings free at the base. 





Continue with one or two more rings wrapped higher up around your dome. An upper ring will serve as the top of your door. The door is low to keep the heat in so you will have to bend your head down to get into the hut. At this point you can add a cover. Many indigenous tribes around the world cover huts with woven grasses, rushes or other vegetation.
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