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Blowguns

This is one of my favorite subjects I teach and one of the simplest yet most satisfying for students. Many native tribes through out the Western Hemisphere have used the blowgun including the Catawa in South Carolina and countless tribes like the Yanomani in the Amazon. 
In the southern U.S., native peoples hunted mostly birds and small game while in the Amazon poison was added and larger game, usually monkey, was the target. 

Making an authentic wood  blow gun requires much work involving splitting, carving a trough and sealing a 5-10 foot straight piece of wood. 

An effective blow gun can be quickly made from a ½ inch PVC plumbing tube. Because of  PVC flexibility, the length of the gun  will have to be around four feet or shorter. Don’t use metal tubing since teeth can be damaged. Bamboo can also serve as a blowgun but the joints must be punched out. A pointed, metal rod heated in the fire speeds up this ramming. 

Darts can be made in several ways but the quickest and easiest method I have found is yarn and bamboo slivers. Yarn is cut into about 20-one inch pieces, which are tied on the end of a ¼ diameter, 3-5 inch long shaft using thread or any thin line. Leave at least ½ inch of yarn untied.
The yarn is then trimmed even and shot to see how it flies. If the dart seems slow then trim it down and shoot it again. It may take several tries until you get the right dart.  The sliver can be sharpened with a knife or a sharp rock or filed to a point with a rough rock, concrete or other available surface. Fluff for the back of the dart can also be made from downy feathers, thistle down and any similar material. 

Copyright Fishback Nature © 2008

Page 1 of 1

